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In re application of 
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Group Art Unit: 2624 



Confirmation No.: 6768 



Examiner: Stephen M. Brinich 
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For: IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS AND IMAGE FORMING METHOD USING THE 



P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, va 223 13- 1450 Technology Center 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) form and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the later of three 
months from the application's filing date and the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, but before a Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application (whichever is earlier), and therefore Applicant is filing 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 



RECEIVED 



Commissioner for Patents 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
U.S. Appln. No.: 09/369,424 



Attorney Docket # Q55331 



concurrently herewith a Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). No fee under 37 C.F.R. § L17(p) 
is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant submits the following explanations: 

Japanese Patent Publication No. 10-32713A discloses an image forming apparatus 
(method) for forming an image based on a half-tone data with a coloring agent, comprising: a 
gamma converter (tone correcting section) for applying a tone correction for improving a gamma 
characteristic of an image forming process with respect to an input tone level based on CMYK 
system (color system of the coloring agent); and a halftone processor B15 (half-toning section) 
for applying a half-toning with respect to the corrected tone level outputted from the gamma 
converter to output the half-tone data (cf., Paragraphs [0010], [0011], [0018] and [0026-0028]; 
and Fig. 1); 

Japanese Patent Publication No. 3-271764A discloses that input levels 0-255 (8-bit data) 
are converted into output levels 0-1023 (10-bit data) at a gamma correction table (cf., Page 10, 
upper right column, line 1 through Page 11, upper left column, line 12; Table 4; and Figs. 4 and 
14); and 

Japanese Patent Publication No 4-213470A discloses an image forming apparatus 
(method), comprising: a normal mode (usual printing operation); a check mode (test printing 
operation) for forming a test pattern (test image) for monitoring a tone reproduction 
characteristic (measurement of a gamma characteristic); a gamma judgment section 571 
(correction information generating section) which measures an optical density of the test pattern 
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to generate a gamma conversion curve (tone correction information) by calculation. The gamma 
conversion curve is used in a gamma converter 53 to improve a gamma characteristic of the 
apparatus (cf., Paragraphs [0016]-[0032]; and Figs. 1-12). 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 
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